
mailto:RyanMa@Richmond.k12.ga.us


2 
 

This will be accomplished by focusing on six (6) different Historic Thinking Skills, and three (3) 

Reasoning Skills: 

Historic Thinking Skills (HTS): 

1. Developments and Processes        (HTS-1) 

¶ Historical knowledge is gained from a variety of formats: knowledge transfer from the 
teacher, reading textbooks, analyzing primary and secondary sources, and from other 
media. In order to perform historical analysis and argumentation, students should 
establish a depth of knowledge about historical events, processes, and people and their 
actions. This skill allows students to gain that empirical knowledge that they can then 
apply using more sophisticated skills. 
 

2. Sourcing and Situation        (HTS
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Reasoning Skills (RS): 

1. Comparison          (RP-1) 

¶ The ability to describe and explain the relative historical similarities/differences between 
different historical processes or developments. 

2. Causation           (RP-2) 

¶ The ability to describe and explain the relative historic causes, both primary and 
secondary, of a specific historic event, as well as the ability to describe and explain the 
relative historic effects, both short-term and long-term, of the event. 

3. Continuity and Change        (RP-3) 

¶ The process of describing and explaining different patterns of continuity and change 
over time, as well as explaining the relative historic significance and/or impact 

 

AP World History: Modern Themes:

 The six AP World History Themes that connect the key concepts and units throughout the course and serve as the 

foundation for student reading, writing, and presentation requirements are as follows: 

1. THEME 1: HUMANS AND THE ENVIRONMENT (ENV)  

¶ The environment shapes human societies, and as populations grow and change, these populations in turn 

shape their environments. 

2. THEME 2: CULTURAL DEVELOPMENTS AND INTERACTIONS (CDI)  

¶ 
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AP World History Units and Chronological Periods 

 

NOTE:  We will begin the year with a “Unit 0” to cover World History from Prehistoric Times through 1200.  While this material will not be 

directly tested on the AP Exam in May, it is necessary and important for us to spend some time discussing the world before the emergence of the 

“modern” world. 

AP Exam Layout and Structure 
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Class Structure 

The class will use college level resources, including secondary texts and primary source documents that help develop the 

skills required to analyze point of view; to interpret evidence and to create historical arguments. Resources will also be 

used to assess change and continuity over time; to identify global processes, to make comparisons within and among 

societies, and to understand diverse interpretations. 

You are expected to take notes over information that I provide to you through direct instruction, either in the form of 

lectures or videos.  Information from the lectures is valuable and you are expected to give me your attention and take 

notes that summarize the content I am presenting.  You will not have time to copy every slide verbatim, so you must learn 

to condense and quickly take notes over the important information. Copies of presentations will be uploaded to my 

Canvas.  

Students will be required to participate in class discussions using a variety of different methods, including Canvas 

Discussions, mock trials, simulations, and other individual and online group projects.  APWH: M is a skills-based class, 

which means much of the class time will be dedicated to learning and practicing the HTS and RS.  Consequently, 

students will be expected to keep up with all assigned readings out of the textbook and any articles posted to the class 

webpage.  We will average around 60-70 pages worth of reading per week, and reading quizzes, guided notes, and other 

note checks will be used to ensure content is being covered and retained.  You must 
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¶ Before school tutoring over self-identified weaknesses 

¶ Completion of all assigned readings/supplemental materials 

¶ All missing assignments up to the day of the test submitted. 

¶ Minor Assessments (60% of semester grade) 
o There will be a minimum of 5-6 per 6-week progress report 
o Minor Grades would include quizzes, chapter tests, practice questions, peer review, class discussions, and 

other assignments designated to “assess certain standards.”   
o Graded homework/classwork—feedback will be given. 
o Quizzes  

▪ Reading/Vocabulary/Map/Chapter 
o NOT eligible for reassessment, unless specified by teacher.  

Any discussions about grades must occur at least 24 hours AFTER receipt of your grade.  I will not interrupt class to 

discuss individual grades.  You may before or after school to discuss any questions or concerns you have about a grade. 

This protects your privacy and allows for more productive conversations. 

Late Work Policy 

All students are expected to submit all assignments in a timely manner on the day they are due. Most assignments will be 

due by 11:59pm on the day they are due. Late assignments may be submitted up to 5 days late, with a 5% penalty per 

day, up to a maximum deduction of 25%. Late assignments will not be accepted after the 5th day. Repeated submission 

of late assignments will result in a meeting with parents and IB leadership team. 

Academic Honesty 

All violations of the Academic Honesty policy are subject to both the RCBOE Code of Conduct and the International 

Baccalaureate Program Code of Conduct.  Students and guardians are encouraged to review the RCBOE and IB policies, 

available on my Canvas page.  Willful and intentional acts of academic dishonesty, including plagiarism, theft of secured 

resources, unsanctioned collaboration, as well as unauthorized or improper use of artificial intelligence (AI), will be 

reported to the IB Dean and will result in consequences from being placed on Academic Probation up to expulsion from 

the program. Students are encouraged to familiarize themselves with the appropriate guidelines relating to their 

individual programs of study for more information.   

We take academic honesty very seriously in the IB Programme at ARC. We will adhere to ARC’s IB Academic Honesty 

policy which can be found on the ARC IB website. The policy includes Level 1 (accidental or passive malpractice) and 

Level 2 (intentional or active malpractice) offenses. Level 1 offenses can often be corrected in class by a student/teacher 

conversation. Repeated Level 1 offenses will lead to a Level 2 offense. Level 2 offenses result in a meeting of all teachers, 

parents, student, IB Coordinator, and IB Head of School and result in 90 days of academic probation. A second offense 

results in a meeting with all teachers, parents, student, IB Coordinator, IB Head of School and principal and can result in 

dismissal from the IB Programme. 

Course Text Information 

Amsco School Publications. 2022. World History: Modern [1200-Present]. Advanced Placement. Des Moines, Iowa: Perfection 
Learning. 

Stearns, Peter N. World History in Documents: A Comparative Reader. New York University Press, 2008. 
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Required Materials 

¶ Textbook.  Each student will be expected to bring with them daily the textbook for the course, AMSCSO World 

History.  Copies of the Stearns World History in Documents will be made available in class and for check-out. 

¶ 3-Ring Binder & Loose-leaf Paper. You will need a 3-ring binder with notebook paper (college ruled preferred).  

You will need to keep a copy of this syllabus, as well as handouts, question packets, articles, and rubrics with 

you, as well as paper to take notes and complete assignments.  

¶ Pens & Pencils.  I expect that you have a writing utensil with you for class.  You may take notes in whatever 

color you want, but any submitted papers must be in either dark blue or black ink.  #2 Pencils will be required 

for some quizzes and Unit assessments. 

¶ Laptop: You must bring either your school issued 1-to-1 device or a personal laptop with you to class daily. You 

will use this technology to take notes, complete assignments, annotate articles, conduct research, peer review 

essays, and other activities. It will also serve as your connection to our Canvas course, AP Classroom, and IB 

cohort classes for projects with Ms. Rhode.  

¶ AP Classroom Account: By the end of the first week of school, all students must register for the appropriate 

section in AP Classroom. You will need to either create a new account or login to your existing account and enter 

the class join codes that are at the end of the syllabus. Forgotten/lost/misplaced passwords can only be reset by 

the College Board via a phone call from you.  There is, unfortunately, nothing Ms. Samuel or I can do.  

Suggested Materials 

¶ Highlighters. Useful when reading an article, different colors can be used to identify arguments, the thesis, or 

anything of interest in the articles.  

¶ Binder Dividers.  For your binder, I would recommend purchasing a set of dividers so you can create different 
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AP Exam Thursday, May 8th 2025, 12:00 pm 3 hours and 15 minutes 

ALL enrolled students are required to take the AP Exam. 

A Final Note from Mr. Ryan: 

I am looking forward to a great year with a lot of exciting things to cover!  This is a college-level course, with college level 

expectations. This means that most of the motivation, drive, and determination to succeed in the class must come from 

within you. I encourage you all to challenge yourselves both academically and personally this year.  If you are struggling, 

please reach out to me ASAP.  The sooner I am aware of a problem of any kind, the quicker we can work out a solution 

that will work for all involved parties. However, I also understand this course is not for everybody; if you’re not willing or 

able to 


